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Message from our CEO Susan Gray
Greetings, Kia Ora, Talofa lava, Malo e lelei,

Welcome back to 2018!

I know that we say this all the time BUT who can believe the speed in
which the current year is starting to fly!! Not me on one level and
then I look at all the things that we have done or that we are doing
and it makes sense.
There are some great initiatives getting underway at the centre and
within the communities that we are working. The most important
difference that is going to impact on all of us this year is our name
change – yes we are finally going to make it happen after about five
years on the drawing board.
As you will see from the notice in this newsletter we are holding a
Special General Meeting at 1pm on Wednesday 11 April, here at the
centre to have a final approval and clear mandate from the trust for us
to change our name to:

MANAAKI ABILITY TRUST

Have a Go Week trip to Days Bay, Eastbourne

Once we have the directive from the SGM to proceed then we will
develop all the requirements needed for us to have a formal launch in
May where our new logo, colours etc. will be unveiled. Watch out for
notice of the launch date. If you would like to talk to me or Gabriel
(our chairperson) about this name change or anything to do with the
trust then please do not hesitate to email or phone us.
Nga Mihi

Susan Gray

Message from Board Chair Gabriel Tupou
On Thursday 15 February HVDRT CEO and I met with the
Hon. Carmel Sepuloni to let her know about our trust and the new
things that we had in store for the future. The meeting was very
amicable and the Minister was very well informed about us and the
disability sector as a whole. We took the opportunity to leave her
with
our
latest annual
report
and some of our
brochures. She was incredibly interested in the work that we are
doing with young people and our new approach to engaging them on
the next stage of their life journey after leaving school. We took the
opportunity to tell her about our upcoming name change and the
Triability in Wainuiomata on 17 March. We look forward to working
with her and her office and
staff around operationalizing
Enabling Good Lives in a more
hands on practical way and
sharing the successes that our
clients have on
a regular
basis.
Gabriel Tupou
Chairperson
HVDRT Board

Special General Meeting
11th April 2018
1:00pm
At Hutt Valley Disabled
Resources Trust

Client Christmas Lunch
Wow, what a fantastic effort from all our guys to make their own way
down to the Petone Working Men’s Club for our Christmas lunch and
end of year celebration.
What an amazing turn out we had – 58 out of 75 of our HVDRT clients
attended for an awesome Christmas lunch and the Working Men’s
Club put on a delicious feast for all who attended.
It was great to see everyone catching up over lunch talking about the
year just been and their plans over the Christmas break. The Petone
Working Men’s Club staff were amazing, we were very grateful for all
the effort put in to the lunch and setting up the room for us.
It was a very comfortable atmosphere for all to relax, eat, and be
merry. Every one enjoyed the huge selection of food and all left very
satisfied. A huge thank you to HVDRT and The Petone Working Men’s
Club for a beautiful lunch.

Have a Go Week

Kimi Ora School Visits HVDRT

What an absolutely epic start to the year it has been! We started
off with a bang with ‘Have a Go Week’ which consists of heaps of
fun, engaging community based activities.

Before heading into the Christmas break, we held a
morning tea get together for a group from Kimi Ora School
in Naenae, at the centre. The delicious morning tea was
catered by the HVDRT Cooks Corner group and was
enjoyed by all who attended. It was great to see everyone
mingling in the cafeteria and also for our guys to take
some of the Kimi Ora students around the centre to show
them the Art Room, Computer Room and Young Guns
room and what we provide here at HVDRT.

Days Bay Trip

SPCA Visit

The sun shone for a big group
who caught the bus out to
Days
Bay
beach
in
Eastbourne for a fun filled
day of swimming in the
ocean, jumping off the wharf,
and a BBQ lunch.

We spent the morning making
and baking bone shaped dog
biscuits for the visit in the
afternoon from an SPCA dog
handler and his furry dog friend.
The
SPCA
were
very
appreciative of all the dog treats.

Wellington trip - Museum of City and Sea
Wellington turned it on for us for our trip into Wellington City.
We had a lovely walk around Te Papa and the waterfront and also
made a visit to the Museum of City and Sea which was a highlight
of Have a Go Week.

Sports Day

Op-Shopping on Jackson St

Our sports day was cut short
at the Hutt Rec due to the
weather, so with a change of
venue, the centre held a pool,
bowls and table tennis
tournament for all to get
involved in.

A trip down to the Petone
Jackson
Street
Opshops
resulted in some great
purchases
and
some
interesting hidden treasures
were found.

Celebrating HVDRT Achievements
Congratulations to Anton Kemp who has been accepted into the CVLS Year 2
course at Weltec this year. The course revolves around life skills and education and it has been a goal of Anton’s now for a
couple of years to complete Year 2 and then to be a part of the
graduation group at the Michael Fowler Center.
The Young Guns wanted to do a morning tea for him to congratulate and
wish him well on his course. The Toastmasters group thought that it would
be a good idea for the group to do speeches about
experiences with Anton here at the centre and, wow, what great
stories were shared. They were amazing, funny, informative, and
passionate. Congratulations guys on an awesome effort.
A big thank you to Ollie and Linda Kemp and Anton’s twin sister
Natalie for attending and providing wonderful food.

Due to dangerously high intake of sugar, HVDRT has decided to
no longer make sugar available to clients to have with hot drinks.
If you still feel inclined to have sugar, you may bring your own.

Welcome to HVDRT Marcus Turner and
Andrew Eastham
Welcome to our new
addition, Marcus Turner. He
joins us from Naenae College
where he graduated with a
SPEC award. Marcus loves to
dance and is a massive fan of
all genres of music. He is very
family orientated and we are
pleased to have him as of the
Young Guns at HVDRT.
Welcome Marcus!

Welcome to our other new
addition, Andrew Eastham.
He also joins us from Naenae
College and is a wonderful
addition to the Young Guns. He
is a bright, energetic young man
and very inquisitive. He is very
helpful when it comes to others.
His favourite coffee is mocha
chino and he loves dogs. Welcome Andrew from all at HVDRT.

Triabilty

As the new Operations Manager at HVDRT I’d like to say how pleased I
am to be taking up this new role and how much I am looking forward
to working in the sector.
To date my career has largely been in operations management in the
film and television production industry and I have also had a
significant amount of project management experience. I enjoy
working collaboratively with people and achieving goals to ensure
success. I believe my skills and experience will be very compatible with
what HVDRT is looking to achieve.

We will be a 20 strong team
for the TriAbility this year and
have been training for the past
couple of months. Come along
and support this event and our
HVDRT team on Saturday 17th
March.
We are looking for support
people who are keen to
participate in this event and to
support our guys to the finish
line. If you’re up for a
rewarding challenge please
contact us on 04 5693091.

HVDRT Staff Changes

Thanks to Ethan Watson and
Jerusha Simi for helping put the
Triablity sign up out the front

Remembering Mike Grigg
Mike Grigg passed away suddenly on
Tuesday 27th February. His main passion
was advocating for the disabled,
especially those with learning difficulties
or autism. Mike was a familiar face
around HVDRT and in the Lower Hutt
community and his voice and passion
will be sorely missed throughout. His son
David was a former client at
Hutt Valley Disabled Resources Trust and
we give our condolences to him, his
brother and Mike’s wider family.

I believe there is a lot we can do to help improve the current
operation at HVDRT and also to extend the activities we are involved
in and to grow our relationships with like-minded groups. I hope that a
new set of eyes will help enable the centre to achieve this and I look
forward to working with our dedicated team to making 2018 and
beyond a period we can be proud of at the Hutt Valley Disabled
Resources Trust.
I live in Heretaunga, Upper Hutt and am
married to Robyn. We have three children in
their early twenties.
I look forward to meeting you all in the
coming weeks.

Paul Mainwaring - Operations Manager
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